We Introduce Kids to Great Music
www.AdvocatesForClassicalMusic.org

Musically Speaking May, 2017

1

President’s Corner

AFCM Musicales

Ron Bierman

Reported by Nowell Bierman

Welcome to our Spring
newsletter! Since last
reported, both our membership and docent staff
have increased by more
than 30%, and two vacant board positions
have been filled. We now have 205 members and 40 docents! And with the welcome addition of Jeanette and Hal Coons
as Public Relations and Development
chairs respectively, the board was fully
staffed for the first time in more than a
decade. But not for long. Hospitality/Event
Chair Joann Corder has decided to retire
after organizing a long string of hugely
enjoyable AFCM musicales. (See article to
right, and additional photos pages 15&16.)

The Young Artists Musicale concert and
reception held on November 20, 2016
was a resounding success.
More than 100 people came
to hear 14-year-old pianist
Tyler Kim’s wonderful
recital. The event was held
at the
La Jolla
Riford Library. Delicious
food catered by Bristol
Farms was a highlight
of the reception following the concert.

Although we’ve had recent success with
recruiting, Joann’s departure and a concerning lack of backup for remaining
board members make staffing a continuing high priority.
On a related subject, membership renewal
forms should have reached you by now. If
you haven’t renewed yet and want our docents to continue to introduce great music
to 10,000 or more young students a year,
do it now! And please encourage friends
and family members to do the same.
With a big thank you to Sonya Harris for
proposing content and shepherding report
submissions, let’s see what else is in the
news.
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Young volunteers Ross and Melanie
Peller read letters from students that expressed their appreciation for our docent
visits.
Our spring, 2017 Young Artists Concert
meeting room was open to a resort-like
courtyard with tables for socializing, and
the center generously provided complimentary valet parking. It was a tremendous success with 95 people in attendance, including Jessie Chang, wife of
Maestro Jahja Ling, and her daughters.
Everyone enjoyed the following reception and afterwards commented favorably on the performances
and the catering services of
Chateau La Jolla.
The recital featured solo
pianists Andrew Zhao and
Fernando Garcia. Andrew

is 16 years old and began public appearances at the age of seven, performing
Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 1 with
the San Diego Symphony. Andrew has
since won numerous competition awards.
Fernando is 17 years of age and a junior
at Point Loma High School. He began his
musical journey at the age
of 10 by teaching himself the
electric piano by ear, and
has since won awards for
his playing. In addition to the
piano, Fernando plays electric bass and
French horn.

to the efforts of many AFCM members,
newspaper coverage, and networking
with our partners, we have had the good
fortune of recruiting 11 new and ‘very’
active docents; five more are still in the
wings for next season; and two of last
year’s recruits returned again this season.
Thirty-four of our docents completed the
above assignments this year. A number of
our long-time docents were unavailable
because of travel, so it continues to be
important to bring new people to the table
so-to-speak. We continue to receive many
kudos from teachers and students and
wish we could share all of them with you!
These two talented young pianists delight- For two typical examples out of hundreds,
ed the audience with their performances. see pages five and six!
We hope to have them back for us in the
AFCM was able to give grants to five
future. (For more on this musicale see
schools for the cost of buses, and to two
page 15.)
schools for tickets. Performance scholarships were awarded to our three pianists
at the two recent musicales. As we have
for a number of years, we also helped
On a sad note, Joann Corder our Hospisponsor the annual SDUSD Honors Contality Event Chair has decided to retire.
President Ron Bierman presented her with certs. This is an inspiring event for stua plaque of appreciation for her services. dents that are able to participate—I personally participated in two honors concerts
“way back when” as an LAUSD music
Education & Docent News student and know how important funding
is for this event.
Reported by Aveline von Ehrenberg

*********

Docent Pat Brown now has the distinction
At the time of this writing, our docents are of going the farthest distance for a docent
gig: Coronado to El Centro (125 miles)
completing the 2016-17 season. Here’s
and back!! She says they treated her like
a look at our impressive stats: Over the
rock-start royalty! We “toasted” her at our
course of five concerts this
May 21 Docent Appreciation event at the
school year, our docents
symphony that included a champagne
visited 153 schools, 539
classrooms, and 12,640 stu- reception in the Gould Room followed by
dents (countywide). Thanks the matinee concert (page 16 for more).
Classics 4 Kids honored AFCM’s docents
Musically Speaking May, 2017
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friends and colleagues. Even better, bring
other music lovers to a Musicale, a Docent
Training and/or a Classroom Presentation.
Encourage your relatives and circle of
friends to Join AFCM, or “gift” them with a
membership!
To discuss Special Membership Opportunities such as underwriting school concert
tickets, bus transportation and student
performance scholarships, contact me at
(858) 455-6600, or Email jimlee3230@
gmail.com.
Thanks for your support!

Why AFCM Matters
Membership Campaign
Going Strong!

Notes to AFCM from Foussat Elementary
students after attending a San Diego Symphony concert -“It was my first time at the symphony and
that was an amazing experience!”
“Thank you for paying for our tickets.”
“The music brought tears to my eyes.”
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Meet Our Docents
Sonya Harris Interviews Ellie Elphick
SH: Can you tell me about
your background and how
it may have brought you to
AFCM as a docent?
Ellie: have been very involved in music
most of my life. I have a B.A.
and M.A. in music education.
For my 1st career, I was a music teacher in the elementary
schools in Massachusetts
and California (Martinez and Garden
Grove). I have also taught private
piano lessons for many years, and I have
sung with the La Jolla Symphony Chorus
for almost 30 years. I also enjoy playing
the piano (mostly for myself), and for the
last couple of years, I have been playing
two-piano pieces with a partner.
When I moved to San Diego in the late
60’s, I couldn’t find a music teaching job.
That led me to a completely different
career in Information Technology. I started
as a computer programmer and moved
into management. When I retired in 2003,
I was the manager of a large I.T. division
for the Sheriff’s Department.
Being a docent has brought me full circle
to a very similar experience as my
elementary school music teaching (only
now I don’t get paid!).
SH: How long have you been a docent? What is it about being a docent
that keeps your interest and enthusiasm?

EE: I started as a docent in 2003, shortly
after I retired. I was “recruited” by Judy
Sjerven, a friend of mine, who was the
Education Director of the San Diego
Symphony at the time. I particularly enjoy
being a docent for grades 2 – 4 where
the children are less inhibited than older
students. I employ some of the active
listening activities I used when I was
a music teacher (moving to the music,
clapping and playing rhythm patterns on
instruments, making up words to musical
themes, acting out musical stories etc.)
SH: Can you share with our readers,
some of whom are new docents, a few
things that you have found especially
helpful when you docent
EE: You don’t have to know a great deal
about music to be a docent. The most important thing is to share your enthusiasm
for music with the students. It’s important to choose activities that get students
physically involved such as moving to the
music, singing, clapping rhythms, acting
out musical stories, etc. Children love to
watch each other “perform,” particularly in
the lower elementary grades. It is amazing, but a student will always remember
being chosen to be the duck in Peter and
the Wolf for example. It means so much
to them.
SH: What have you seen change, in
the realm of being a docent, over these
past 13 years?
EE: Some things never change – like how
responsive the children are to learning
about the instruments and then listening to
Musically Speaking May, 2017
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music. Probably the biggest change I have
seen is in the use of technology. I actually
used some YouTube videos for my most
recent presentations. We used to say, “a
picture is worth a thousand words,” but
now, we are finding that the selective use
of videos can really enhance the learning
experience.
SH: With your love of music and what
you do as a docent, you have been a
wonderful recruiter for AFCM. Would
you like to expand on that?
EE: Over these years, I have recruited
quite a few friends to share their love of
music with kids by becoming a docent:
Linda Lenhard, Fran Selder, Nancy Sandweiss, Marty Hambright have been doing it
for many years. My newest recruit is Cathy
Fiske. Wow! That is quite a few, isn’t it!
SH: We get to know each other through
Advocates, but really just as docents.
We all have “another life” that is busy
and full. Can you tell us a little about
your family and other interests?
EE: My husband, Art, is a retired technical
writer. My son is an Emergency Medicine
physician and a musician; my daughter
works for a non-profit and is an actor. They
both live in L.A. I love to travel and over
the years, have visited 46 countries. Every
day is filled with activities that I enjoy and I
am never bored.
Thank you, Ellie. It has been really enjoyable learning more about you and
your interests. We can’t thank you
enough for your ongoing support of
Advocates For Classical Music.
8

Musically Speaking May, 2017

San Diego Symphony News
Reported by Adrienne Valencia
SDS Director of Youth Education
February and April were busy
months for the Symphony’s
Education Department. In
February we developed and
performed sensory-friendly
concerts in collaboration with
the Music Therapy Center of California
(MTCC), the Museum of Making Music in
Carlsbad and the Ballard Parent Center
in Old Town. Sensory-friendly concerts
are created specifically for children on the
autism spectrum or with sensory processing issues. The San Diego Symphony is
the first orchestra in California to perform
such concerts and they were a big success! Thanks to AFCM members Jeannette Coons, Mimi Lee and Sonya Harris
for assisting during the concerts – handing
out scarves, ‘fidgets’ and manipulatives
– and otherwise supporting Julie Guy
(MTCC) as she led the children through
various activities during the performance.
The Symphony also had the second set
of Young People’s Concerts focusing on
American music. Nearly 6,000 students
attended over two days (four performances). A new Symphony website feature this
year gave teachers access to a PowerPoint presentation they could use to help
prepare students for a concert. The PowerPoints include embedded music files.
Special thanks to Hal Coons, for providing
the basic presentation!
On April 22, the Symphony had its 2nd annual high-school band-festival. Seven

bands performed onstage at the Jacobs
Music Center and were given helpful feedback by Dr. Thomas Lee, emeritus professor at UCLA. The day also included representatives from local colleges sharing
information about their music departments
in the Epstein Lobby and an on-stage
panel discussion about “How to Prepare
for College.”
On Sunday, April 23 at 2:00 p.m. we
presented our final Family Concert The
Sneetches with Associate Conductor
Sameer Patel on the podium and actor
Walter Ritter narrating. We expanded our
pre-concert activities by offering a
technology activity presented in the Gould
Room by the Fashion Valley Apple Store,
in addition to the Musical Petting Zoo, and
Young Musicians’ Corner ensemble performance.

Classics 4 Kids News

Ron Bierman Presents Bravo
San Diego Award to Maestro
Jahja Ling
Rob Appel was the producer of Bravo
San Diego, which brought thousands of
performers to San Diego over a period of
about 10 years. As editor of the San Diego
Theatre Reviews website, Rob joined with
county supervisors in 2014 to establish an
Musically Speaking May, 2017
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Wild Notes events please contact Jen
DeMik, Classics 4 Kids Director of Development jdemik@classics4kids.org.
Classics 4 Kids March concerts celebrated St. Patrick’s Day in style. There were
students wearing head-to-toe green, and
a surprising 6’ leprechaun with lucky gold
coins. Special guests Wanda Law, Ben
Jaber, Pete Polansky, the Malone Dance
company, and the City Tree Singers joined
our orchestra on stage.
Special thanks to all who attended our
Time for Three Benefit Concert on April
9. We were proud to have so many of our
Advocate partners with us.
Other Events:
Classics 4 Kids participated in this year’s
Gold Diggers Hats Off Event on April 28th
at the Estancia Hotel in La Jolla. Thank
you to Pnina Goldberg for designing and
making a fabulous hat, and for our wonderful hat model Maureen Duggan who
strutted the runway. It was a terrific event!
Our “Heartstrings” May program at Rady
Children’s Hospital was a Star-Wars
themed open house. We always enjoy entertaining Rady patients, staff, and families
with hands-on art projects and live music.
The C4K season finale concerts took
place on Thursday, May 18th and Friday,
May 19th at the historic Balboa Theater.
Our Oceans Ahoy! concert explored
classical music inspired by our beautiful
oceans and waterways. An ocean conservation and sea-life expert from local
non-profit Wildcoast was on hand, and
there were remarkable under-the-sea
10
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images. It was a truly unforgettable musical and educational experience. We were
delighted to have many AFCM docents in
the audience, and pleased to be able to
honor AFCM board members who were
able to join conductor Dana Zimbric onstage to receive a token of our appreciation at the second of our Thursday concerts.

P.D.Q. Bach Compositions

Concerto for Bassoon vs. Orchestra
Echo Sonata for Two Unfriendly Groups of
Instruments
Erotica Variations for
Banned Instruments and
piano
Pervertimento for Bagpipes,
Bicycle and Balloons
The Short-Tempered Clavier, Preludes and Fugues
in all the Major and Minor Keys Except for
the Really Hard Ones

AFCM Advisory Council
Reported By Sonya Harris
The AFCM Advisory Council was formed
early last year to assist in overcoming
challenges that include the need to:
• Recruit new people as backup for current
board members and fill existing or future

board vacancies
• Increase the number of docents
• Establish a stronger presence in the San
Diego arts community
Talented and influential professionals and
supporters of the arts agreed to attend
the first meeting in March of last year, and
numerous useful suggestions came out
of lively discussions. Four equally productive meetings have been held since then.
Council recommendations and assistance
from council members have already led to
important accomplishments and new initiatives including:
• A huge increase in visits to AFCM’s
Facebook page, and a social-media training session for Board members
• A task force to recommend a production
company to produce and help design a
promotional video
• Numerous grant applications
• Website enhancements including Facebook and PayPal links
We appreciate the enthusiasm and effectiveness of those now on the council:
Karen Childress-Evans, Arts Education
Consultant, former San Diego Unified
School District VAPA Director
Pauline Crooks, VAPA Coordinator, SD
County Office of Education
Jim Gilliam, Arts Administrator, City of
Encinitas
Julie Guy, Co-founder & Director, the Music Therapy Center of CA
Peter Kozma, Artistic Director, Opera Neo
Glenn Kramer, Founder & President, Amateur Pianists
Kathleen Kramer, Speech Language Pa-

thologist, SDUSD
Marilyn Tedesco, Arts supporter, Management Consultant, Past president &
Board member, North Coast Repertory
Theatre
Adrienne Valencia, Director, Youth Education, SD Symphony
Angela Wang, Arts Supporter, Board Vice
President, Classics4Kids
Dana Zimbric, Artistic Director & Conductor, Classics4Kids
A “thank you” goes to SDS board member
Mitch Woodbury for his Council service
the first year. Among other contributions,
he arranged an AFCM presentation to the
Symphony board which led several of its
members to join for the first time.

Remembrance Fund

Reported by Mimi Lee and Richard
Morgan
Donations made to the AFCM Remembrance Fund are meaningful to the individuals being honored, and to the families of
individuals who are being memorialized.
Your Remembrance Fund donation
helps send Title 1 school students to Classics 4 Kids and San Diego Symphony
Young People’s Concerts.
AFCM is grateful to the following members who made donations between
11/01/2016 - 04/15/2017:
Edward & Linda Janon in honor of Mimi
Lee
Jerry & Donna Kudrick in honor of Mimi
Lee
Jim & Mimi Lee in honor of Sonya Harris
Edward Janon, Fran & Robert Preisman,
Musically Speaking May, 2017
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and Bob Steele
Nancy Assaf in memory of Marjorie
Barnes
Eric & Aveline von Ehrenberg in memory
of Marjorie Barnes
Ron & Nowell Bierman, Richard & Sonya
Harris, Jim & Mimi Lee, Eric & Aveline von
Ehrenberg, and Caryl Witte in memory of
Joann Corder’s sister
Jim & Mimi Lee in memory of Oleg
Gladkoff
John & Charlene Hunter, Jim & Mimi Lee,
Bonita Sandleson, and Eric & Aveline von
Ehrenberg in memory of Jane Ryan
Jim & Mimi Lee and Eric & Aveline von
Ehrenberg in memory of Karen White’s
brother

elor’s Degree in Music Education. Although
I have not touched a piano in years, my love
affair with music is very strong and has influenced how I choose to spend my time
in retirement. When Jim and I first met, we
recognized our mutual appreciation of music, which has resulted in forty plus years of
attending classical, jazz, barbershop and
bluegrass concerts, together.

Jim: Music has had a profound influence
on my life, as one of my primary avocations. As a physician for forty-three years,
I needed an outlet to reduce the stress of my
profession and found it
through singing barbershop quartet harmony,
and playing guitar and
To make a donation, send a check to
banjo.
Richard Morgan, 12818 Corte Arauco, San
Diego, CA 92128. Please list the names
of those you wish to honor or memorialize,and the name(s) and address(es) of
SH: Mimi, tell me when
those to be notified of the donation.
and how you became involved in AFCM,
Thank you.

Couples’ Corner
Sonya Harris Interviews Mimi and Jim
Lee
SH: I know that you are music lovers.
Can each of you tell me how music and
your love of it, has influenced you and
perhaps even your relationship?
Mimi: I was fortunate to be exposed to
music at an early age. I have always loved
music, and started taking piano lessons at
age six. I continued studying piano through
high school and beyond, receiving a Bach12
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and describe your responsibilities. Why
Advocates?
Mimi: I became involved in AFCM a short
time after attending a Classics 4 Kids
school concert twelve years ago. At first I
volunteered for Classics 4 Kids by helping
with multiple fund-raisers. However, having a career in education, I wanted to have
student interaction, so I attended a docent
training. I was a docent for five years, until AFCM President Ron Bierman twisted
my arm to take on the Administrative Vice
Presidency of the AFCM Board. I currently
hold two Board positions - Administrative
VP and Membership Chair. As Membership
Chair, I promote and extol the virtues of

AFCM, which results in the recruitment of
new members. I enjoy the challenge of winning over members, to support the noble
work of our docents and board members,
for the benefit of the students we help.

rants and gourmet dining. We also like to
cook; Jim is the chef de cuisine, while Mimi
fills the role of sous chef.

SH: Is there something our readers
don’t know about each of you that you
SH: In what other philanthropic causes might want to share with us?
are you involved?
Mimi: Through a friend who worked as an
I continue to volunteer for Classics 4 Kids attorney in the entertainment industry, I
in the capacity of co-coordinator with AFCM was a guest of Red Skelton and his secMember Donna Kudrick, for the “Wild Notes” ond wife, in their Palm Springs home. My
comprised of 25-30 active supporters of friend and I spent several hours with them,
C4K. We plan tours to interesting venues in looking at Red’s vast collection of paintings
San Diego and LA, and raise a little money and hearing about his wife’s equestrian adfor Classics 4 Kids along the way. I am also ventures. They were a warm and charminvolved in a Behavioral Health Committee ing couple, and I will admit that I was star
with the mission of reducing the stigma as- struck!
sociated with mental illness and behavioral
health issues, through education and out- Jim: I have been an amateur musician for
reach. I chair an annual Behavioral Health most of my life and was deep into Bluegrass Music thirty years ago.
Event, with a high profile keynote speaker.
I won first place for banjo in
This event attracts between 250 and 300
the amateur division of a reconsumers of mental health services, famnowned banjo and fiddle conily members and mental health professiontest in Julian.
als.
SH: Jim, are you involved in volunteer- SONYA: Well, kudos to you both for living very interesting lives. I thank you
ing?
for your willingness to share your adJIM: I am a “fallen away” volunteer, having ventures with us, and hopefully inspire
previously volunteered in many capacities those who read this interview to become
in the local barbershop music society. As of a volunteer in an organization for which
now, I am the lead cheerleader for Mimi’s they have a passion.
volunteer endeavors and attend all Advocates and Behavioral Health events.
In Memorium
SH: You are both retired. What activities Sympathy and best wishes go out to the
do you enjoy together in your leisure families of original AFCM members, Jane
time?
Ryan and Oleg Gladkoff, both of whom
passed in late 2016. Their devotion to AFMimi: We enjoy concerts, live theater, art
CM’s mission will be greatly missed.
museums, farmers markets, ethnic restauMusically Speaking May, 2017
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AFCM’s April Musicale

And here it is.

As reported on page 2, our spring member

musicale was held in April at the La Jolla
Community Center. Joann Corder, who organized the musicale, received a Lifetime
Achievement Award from Ron Bierman on
behalf of AFCM.
We’re always delighted to have a teacher
or student at our events who can let our
members know how much they appreciate
docent visits. Mimi Lee was able to hear
that from both teacher Kimberly Sharman
and her son Ian.

Two other student were
on hand to help collect
donations! They were
Cedrick and Sophie,
shown here with
parents Iryna and
Bruno Scharer. Cash donations were in
the hundreds of dollars.
Other guests included Jessie Chang
(Left), pianist and wife of conductor Jahja
Ling. Daughters Priscilla and Stephanie,
and Jessie’s piano student Cameron Lincoln are on the right.

Ian also had a written message.
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And speaking of piano teachers, here’s
Anya Lefler & her young student Dahlia
Adler. Anya is almost
single-handedly responsible for frequent
terrific music-oriented
posts on our FaceBook
page (which you ought
to view and “Like” if
you haven’t already). Our Likes have
much more than doubled since she’s
begun posting. And we’re happy to report
that Anya has agreed to join Mimi Lee’s
Membership Committee.
Rex and Kathy Warburton, and Adrienne
Valencia are shown here standing behind
a seated Eric von Ehrenberg.

Phyllis Peller & Caryl Lees Witte almost
always come to enjoy our musicales.
Caryl has been an exceptionally generous
donor to AFCM and other organizations
including Classics 4 Kids.

Judy Pollack with Barbara and Jerry Kent.
Jerry is a barber-shop singer and longtime member of Royce’s Voices. Don’t
miss their Christmas show!

Pianist Fernando Garcia and Roy Corder
got a chance to chat in the courtyard.

AFCM Treasurer Richard Morgan enjoyed
the concert with Ruth Ann Miller.

Franz and Cari
Roehmann recently relocated
from Colorado,
and Franz has
already docented!
Musically Speaking May, 2017
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Bob & Elaine Dana are AFCM members
and often attend our events.

All enjoyed the musicale and we are likely
to use the La Jolla Civic Center often for
future events. It has enough room, the
all-important fine piano, a side area for
food tables, and a courtyard where guests
can socialize before and after a concert,
as they did at this event.
Finally, we need to give a special thanks
to Andrew Zhao. He performed beautifully,
and yet so supports what AFCM is doing
that he preferred the well-earned honorarium generously provided by Aveline and
Eric von Ehrenberg go to AFCM instead.
His donation will allow 50 students (two
full classes) to attend a concert they might
otherwise be unable to afford. He is now
an AFCM member.

held in the Gould Room at the Jacobs
Music Center in early May. Aveline von
Ehrenberg worked with San Diego
Symphony Director of Youth Education
Adrienne Valencia to plan the event.
Caterers provided Champagne and
snacks. After a bit of socializing, Aveline
emceed an informal program that included praise for AFCM and its docents by
Symphony CEO Martha Gilmer, C4K CEO
Kiran Shelat, and C4K conductor Dana
Zimbric. Docents also had a chance to
meet YPC conductor Sameer Patel.
After the event, attendees saw guest conductor Charles Dutoit lead the San Diego
Symphony. It was a memorable concert
that included a spectacular performance
of Stravinsky’s Petrouchka Suite.

Aveline (top) and Marthe Gilmer at podium
For the Minimalists in the Audience
Knock, knock. Who’s there? Philip Glass.
Knock, knock. Who’s there? Philip Glass.
Knock, knock. Who’s there? Philip Glass.

Docent Appreciation

The latest Docent Appreciation Event was
16
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“Where words leave oﬀ, music begins.”
Heinrich Heine

